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 ACADEMIC RECORD  
1997 -2007: University of KwaZulu-Natal, PhD. in the faculty of Humanities, Development 
and Social Sciences.  The topic of my thesis was: “The Persistence of  Poverty in Post-
Apartheid South Africa: Assets, Livelihoods and Differentiation in KwaZulu-Natal, 1993-
2004”.  The analysis is based on a panel data set collected in 1993, 1998 and again in 2004.  
Econometric methods are used to develop an asset-based poverty line and to examine 
household livelihood strategies, asset accumulation and the link between these strategies and 
the persistence of poverty in South Africa. 

1982-1985: University of Natal, Graduated with Master of Social Science in Development 
Studies, April 1985. Title of Masters Thesis: “Rural Poverty in Transkei: Subsistence or 
Dependency.” 

1981-1982: University of Natal, Graduated with Honours Degree in Economics, April, 1982  

1978-1980: University of Natal, Graduated with Bachelor of Social Science, April, 1981. 
Merit certificate in the Political Economy of South African Development. 

1973-1977: Queensburgh Boys High School, Durban. 
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RESEARCH FUNDING (SINCE 1997) 
2008: Statistics South Africa grant for technical advice on the National Living Conditions 
Survey ($100 000); 2007: Co-awardee, South African-Norwegian Programme for Research 
Co-operation for projects on land reform and the poverty/ICT nexus ($500 000); 2006: Co-
awardee IDRC grant for Poverty and ICT in Eastern Africa (£594 200); 2006: Co-awardee 
Joint Department for International Development –Economic and Social Research Council 
Scheme for Research on International Poverty Reduction (£395 200); 2003: DFID grant 
provided through the South African Department of Social Development for the 
“Strengthening Analytical Capacity for Evidence Based Decision Making” program 
(£771 000); 2002: South African-Norwegian Programme for Research Co-operation 
(£77 000);  2000: Team member for Evaluating the Global Poverty Strategy Initiative for the 
UNDP (£35 000); 1999: Co-awardee of a MacArthur Foundation Collaborative Research 
Grant competition (£105 000); 1997, 2001, 2004: Mellon Foundation grant for research and 
training in population studies (£910 000); 1997: DFID & UNDP grant provided through the 
Office of the President, Poverty and Inequality in South Africa (£400 000); 1997: 
USAID/BASIS grant for the KwaZulu-Natal Income Dynamics Study ($47 500); 1997: Ford 
Foundation Grant for the KwaZulu-Natal Income Dynamics Study ($52 000). 

 
EXPERIENCE 

August, 1997 to Present, Senior Research Fellow, Associate Professor and Full Professor 
(2008), School of Development Studies, University of KwaZulu-Natal. 
This post involves both research and post-graduate teaching activities.  My research is 
principally focused on dynamics of poverty, the linkages between poverty and population and 
programmes for poverty reduction.  I have taught post-graduate courses in Research Design, 
Poverty and Inequality, Economics for Development and Population and Development and 
have completed the supervision of 20 Masters dissertations and 2 PhD theses, and am 
currently supervising 1 Masters dissertation and 2 PhD theses. Eighteen of these students are 
from previously disadvantaged groups and 20 are women. I have examined 20 Masters 
dissertations and 4 PhD theses.  I have given short courses in poverty measurement and 
monitoring to government and NGO officials from Lesotho, Maldives, Mozambique, 
Namibia, Swaziland, Sweden and Zimbabwe. I have served on the Faculty Research 
Committee and chaired a task team investigating a new policy for overheads recovery at the 
merged University of KwaZulu-Natal. I have been/am the principal investigator for the 
following larger research projects: 
 

2007-2009: Living Conditions Survey: This survey is a new component of the South African national 
statistics system and gathers data from 30 000 households.  A range of outcome variables are 
considered including household consumption gathered through a diary method, anthropometric 
data and subjective poverty indicators.  I am the lead consultant to Statistics South Africa on 
this project. 

2007-2010: Community-based Learning , ICT and Quality-of –life (CLIQ):  This study useds a 
combination of Participatory and Action-Based methodologies to assess the impact of an ICT 
intervention on poorly resourced communities in KwaZulu-Natal.  The project is funded by the 
National Research Foundation and the Norwegian Research Council and is being undertaken in 
collaboration with the Universal Service and Access Agency of South Africa (USAASA). 

2005-2009: Poverty & Information and Communication Technology Systems in Urban and 
Rural East-Africa (PICTURE-Africa) : This collaborative research project involves four 
universities in East Africa, and concerns the development and implementation of a research 
project investigating the link between ICTs and poverty reduction in Kenya, Rwanda, Tanzania 
and Uganda.  The project is funded by the IDRC and the partners are the Institute for 
Development Studies (University of Nairobi), the National University of Rwanda, the Tanzania 
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Commission for Science and Technology and the Network of Ugandan Researchers and 
Research Users. 

2007-2008: Budgeting for a Human Rights Approach to Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers:  
This project involved the preparation of a preliminary decision-making and budget tool for 
African countries involved in the preparation of Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers (PRSPs). 
The project was funded by UNESCO. 

2006-2009: AIDS, Demography and Poverty Trends (ADAPT)  in an African Population with 
High AIDS mortality and Implications for Social Policy: This joint project with the London 
School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine aims to improve understanding of demographic and 
poverty dynamics in an African population with high AIDS mortality and assess the 
implications for social policy. The project is funded by the Economic and Social Research 
Council and DFID and includes participates from the Universities of Cape Town and 
Southampton. 

2002-2006: Poverty Reduction, Social Capital and Governance: This was a joint project with the 
Norwegian Institute for Urban and Regional Research (NIBR) and using qualitative and 
quantitative research to examine a political economy of social capital in two local government 
structures in KwaZulu-Natal.  The project was funded by the National Research Foundation and 
the Norwegian Research Council. 

2004-2005: Training on poverty diagnostics and monitoring in the Republic of Namibia: This 
training course has involved intensive workshops that have included hands-on use of the 
recently developed Namibian official poverty line.  The training has been funded by the 
Namibian National Planning Commission. 

2002-2003: The development of a framework for poverty monitoring in the Republic of the 
Maldives.  This study involved preparing guidelines for a poverty monitoring system based on 
the Maldives Poverty Vulnerability Assessment, the design of new instruments and procedures 
and the development of a capacity building programme.  The study was funded by UN-DESA 

2001-2009: Building capacity for the analysis of social policy and poverty in South Africa: The 
study involves training, thematic research papers, desk-top reviews and technical support.  The 
study will lead to the establishment of a system of data collection and analysis for the 
monitoring of South Africa’s social security grants, evaluation studies of the different grants, 
research projects on the intended beneficiaries and the development of a teaching and training 
program in social policy. This study was funded by DFID and includes collaboration with the 
National Department of Social Development, the Centre for the Analysis of South African 
Social Policy (Oxford University) and the South African Labour and Development Research 
Unity (University of Cape Town). 

2001-2002: An assessment of poverty monitoring and the poverty profile for the Kingdom of 
Lesotho: This study comprised a situation analysis of poverty monitoring processes and 
instruments in Lesotho, the preparation of recommendations for an improved system of poverty 
monitoring, technical assistance on the improvement of national statistical series on poverty, 
and the preparation of a chapter for the Lesotho Human Development Report.  Part of the 
Lesotho PRSP, the study was commissioned by the UNDP and involved a desktop review and 
statistical calculations, consultation with government, donors and NGO’s in Lesotho and 
technical support. 

2000-2001: Evaluation of Social Funds in Malawi, Zambia, Jamaica and Nicaragua: This study 
was part of 4 country impact assessment of World Bank funded social funds.  The study used 
focus group discussion and key informant interviews to undertake a theory-driven evaluation of 
the social funds programme in terms of the sustainability of sub-projects and the impact on 
social capital.  This analysis was then triangulated with a quantitative analysis of household 
survey data.  The World Bank commissioned the study. 

2000-2003: Confronting the legacy of inequality in South Africa and Peru: Local communities, 
social capital and the dynamics of income distribution and poverty.  This was a 
collaborative venture between the Universities of Natal, Wisconsin Madison and the Catholic 
University of Peru, together with the International Food Policy Research Institute. In each 
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county, analysis was undertaken on existing quantitative data, while additional qualitative 
information was collected.  The study was funded by the MacArthur Foundation 

1998-2010: Monitoring the land reform programme in South Africa.  This 10 year panel study is 
collecting data from 2000 land reform beneficiaries in South Africa. The objective is an on-
going assessment of the quality of life of participating households, the economic viability of the 
livelihoods and enterprises that are established, and the targeting performance of the 
programme. The Department of Land Affairs and more recently, the World Bank and 
Norwegian Research Council/NRF have funded this research. The project is a collaborative 
study involving the National Department of Land Affairs, the University of Cape Town, the 
World Bank and the Norwegian Institute of Urban and Regional Studies. 

1999 –2000: Evaluating the Global Poverty Strategy Initiative: A comparative assessment of 
poverty measurement.  This study was commissioned by the UNDP, and involved a review of 
15 country studies with field research in Uganda, Zambia, the Maldives and Lesotho. 

1999-2003: Adolescents and the Transition to Adulthood in the Context of AIDS in South Africa. 
This study was a collaborative effort between the University of Natal, the Population Council, 
Tulane University and the USAID funded HORIZONS programme.  The study involved a panel 
survey of 2500 adolescents in the KwaZulu-Natal province of South Africa. 

1998-2004: The KwaZulu-Natal Income Dynamics Study (KIDS): A panel study of 1500 
households over a 10 year period supplemented by in-depth qualitative research in a sub-sample 
of 50 households.  This is a joint venture with the University of Wisconsin-Madison and the 
International Food Policy Research Institute and has been funded by DFID, USAID, the Ford 
Foundation, the BASIS programme and the Development Bank of Southern Africa. The purpose 
of this study is to analyse the dynamics of poverty, the socio-economic and demographic impact 
of HIV/AIDS and to assess the impact of government poverty reduction interventions. 

1996-1998: The South African Poverty and Inequality Report (PIR). This project was 
commissioned by the Office of Deputy-President Thabo Mbeki.  The study involved overall 
management of a team of 30 local and international specialists examining the extent and 
dynamics of poverty in South Africa, and analysing the implications of current policy and its 
implementation for poverty alleviation.  The project entailed extensive liaison with an inter-
ministerial committee, the Office of the Deputy President and the international donors.  The 
World Bank, UNDP and DFID funded this study. 

January, 2005 to 2007: Head, School of Development Studies, University of KwaZulu-
Natal. 
In addition to my duties above, I was appointed Head of the School in January, 2005 for three 
years.  My responsibilities included management of 15 permanent and approximately 25 
contract research staff, the financial management of the School’s annual budget of R15.5m 
per annum, overall co-ordination of the teaching program that comprises coursework Masters 
programs in Development Studies and Population Studies as well as broader responsibilities 
to the Faculty of Humanities, Social Science and Development, and the wider University 
structures.  I served on Senate, the Faculty Board and the University Research Ethics 
Committee as well as on various Faculty sub-committees.  In addition I served on various 
University committees such as the, Dean’s Task Team to review the University’s Resource 
Planning management tool, a Senate sub-committee to investigate the causes of industrial 
action in 2006 and the Dean’s Financial Advisory Group. I was also the Deputy Chairperson 
on the Vice Chancellor’s Task Team to review the operation of the Unveristy Finance 
Division. 

November 1988 to March 2000, member, Data Research Africa/Policy and Praxis cc. 
These closed corporations undertook consulting work in the field of socio-economic and 
marketing data collection and policy analysis. I was the Financial Director of both companies 
and the principal project manager for the following major studies: 
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1999: KwaZulu-Natal Income and Expenditure Survey.  A survey of 6000 households. 

1999: Design of a Monitoring and Evaluation System for the Community Based Public Works 
Program:  Capacity building of researchers from historically disadvantaged universities. 

1997: Series editor for Publications on Local Government: Project leadership and editor of a series 
of user-friendly publication for the Department of Constitutional Development. 

1997: Assessment of the Community Based Public Works Programme: project leadership to 
review evaluations undertaken of the CBPWP in South Africa. 

1996: The Study on Poverty and Social Exclusion in the Republic of Mauritius: project leadership 
to collect data and develop poverty profiles for the Republic of Mauritius. 

1996: Policy sequencing for rural poverty alleviation in South Africa: management of a study on 
the policy implications of poverty analysis in South Africa. 

1994/5: The development strategy for KwaZulu-Natal - the vision and strategy: management of an 
integrated strategy for the province. 

1995:  The South African Participatory Poverty Assessment: management of a qualitative project 
on poverty; 

1994: The Bio-diversity Studies for Mozambique and Namibia: management a final report 
prepared for the United National Environmental Programme; 

1994:  An analysis of rural poverty in South Africa: input and management of the analysis and 
econometric modelling of poverty data; 

1992/3: Micro-enterprise surveys in South Africa and Lesotho: management sample surveys of 
micro-enterprises in both countries; 

1992:  The income and expenditure survey for KwaZulu: a survey of 5000 households. 

July 1991 to December, 1991, Jill Nattrass Visiting Research Fellow, Centre for Social 
and Development Studies, University of Natal, Durban. 
This was a full time visiting research post for a period of six months. I completed a research 
project for the COSUTU affiliated Economic Trends Research Group on public-sector 
development agencies for rural development. 

January 1989 to June 1991: Manager - Development Research, Agricultural 
Development Corporation of the North-West Province (Agricor) 
My duties in this post involved the management and guidance of a multi-disciplinary team of 
researchers.  I was promoted to Manager: Project Leaders and was responsible for a team of 
profession project managers that directed Agricor’s rural development investment program. 

September 1983 to December 1988: Junior, and HSRC Research Fellow (1987), Rural-
Urban Studies Unit, University of Natal. 
I was the project leader for the Income and Expenditure Survey of KwaZulu in 1984/5. 
 
MEMBERSHIP OF PROFESSIONAL SOCIETIES AND COMMITTEES 

• I am a member of the Technical Advisory Group for the Grassroots Focus Index, a 
pan-African project being undertaken by the African Monitor. 

• I am a member of the Technical Advisory Group for eEarn, a four-country study of 
the contribution of ICT to micro-enterprises. 

• I am a member of the Steering Committee and the Technical Advisory Group of the 
South African National Income Dynamics Study. 

• I was a member of the South African Statistics Council between 1994 and 2008.  I 
served on the 1996 and 2001 Census Evaluation Sub-committees, the Economic 
Statistics sub-Committee and chaired the Poverty and Inequality Sub-Committee. 

• I am a member of the following professional societies: 
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o International Network for Comparative Research on Poverty (CROP) 
o Population Studies Association of South Africa 

• I served on the editorial committee of Indicator/South Africa (1993-2003) and 
Development Southern Africa (2000-present). 

• I have been a member of a variety of user-group committees in Stats SA, including: 
the Steering Committee for the 1995, 1997 & 1998 October Household Surveys, the 
2001 and 1996 Population Census, the 1996 Rural Survey and the 1995 and 2000 
Income and Expenditure Surveys. 

• I have been an evaluator for the NRF for research proposals and for grading social 
scientists since 2002. 

• I have been an evaluator for the UK Economic and Social Research Council for 
research proposals since 2007. 

• I have refereed articles for World Development, Economic Development and 
Cultural Change, the Journal of Development Studies, Journal of Income 
Distribution, Development Southern Africa and Agenda. 

 
OTHER POSITIONS OR AWARDS 
I am a Research Associate at the Brooks World Poverty Institute (BWPI), the International 
Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI), the Department of Social Policy, Oxford University 
and the South African Labour and Development Research Unit (SALDRU), University of 
Cape Town.  
 
Between September-November, 2002, I was a Visiting Professor at the Centre for 
International Poverty Studies, University of Bergen and between June and August, 2008, and 
May and June, 2009, a visiting researcher at the London School of Hygiene and Tropical 
Medicine. 
 
REFEREES 
 
Prof. Ian M. Timaeus 
Centre for Population Studies 
London School of Hygiene & Tropical 
Medicine 
Email:  ian.timaeus@lshtm.ac.uk  
Phone:  +44 (0) 20 72994689 
Fax:  +44 (0) 20 72994637 

Mr. Pali Lehohla 
Statistician General 
Statistics South Africa, Pretoria, RSA 
Email: PaliL@statssa.gov.za 
Cell: +27 (0) 82 8928 317 

 
Prof. Michael R. Carter 
Director BASIS CRSP 
Dept of Ag & Applied Economics 
University of Wisconsin 
Madison, WI 53706 USA 
Fax:       +1 (0) 608 262 4376 
Email: carter@madmail.aae.wisc.edu 

 
Prof. Eleanor Preston-Whyte 
Former Deputy Vice Chancellor - Research 
University of KwaZulu-Natal, Durban, RSA 
Email: prestonw@ukzn.ac.za 
Phone: +27 (0) 31 260 2241 

 
Prof. Lawrence Haddad 
Director, Institute of Development Studies 
University of Sussex, Brighton BN1 9RE 
Tel: +44 (0) 1273 606261 
Fax: +44 (0) 1273 621202 
Email: l.haddad@ids.ac.uk

 
Prof. Vishnu Padayachee 
Head, School of Development Studies, 
University of KwaZulu-Natal 
Tel: +27 (0) 31 260 1439 
Fax: +27 (0) 31 260 2359 
Email: Padayacheev2@ukzn.ac.za  
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PUBLICATIONS 

A. Edited Books 
1. 2000: May, J., 2000. Poverty and Inequality in South Africa: Meeting the Challenge, David 

Phillip and Zed Press, Cape Town and London (304p). 

2. 1999: Ogunrinade, A., Oniang’o, R., & May, J., 1999.  Not by Bread Alone: Food Security and 
Governance in Africa, University of the Witwatersrand Press, Braamfontein (318p). 

3. 1998: May, J., 1998. The Experience and Perception of Poverty in South Africa, Praxis 
Publishing, Durban (140p). 

B. Chapters in Books 
1. 2008 (forthcoming). May, J., Karugia, J.,  and Ndokweni, M., 2008. Information and 

Communication Technologies and agricultural development in Sub-Saharan Africa:  
Transformation and employment generation, in Owino, C., ICT Policy and Economic 
Development in Africa, the African Economic Research Consortium, Nairobi. 

2. 2008. May, J., 2008. Conceptualising and measuring poverty in the SADC region, in Pressend, M. 
and Ruiters, M. (eds) Dilemmas of Poverty and Development: A proposed policy framework 
for the South African Development Community, The Institute for Global Dialogue, 
Braamfontein, 27-47. 

3. 2007, Kirsten, J., May, J., Hendriks, S., Lyne, M., Machethe, CL. & Punt, C. 2007. South Africa, 
in Bresciani, F., and Valdés, A., (eds.) Beyond Food Production: The Role of Agriculture in 
Poverty Reduction, FAO and Edward Elgar, Chetleham, 243-312. 

4. 2006: May, J., 2006. Poverty, asset accumulation and shocks in South Africa: Evidence from 
KwaZulu-Natal, in Bhorat, H., (ed). Poverty and Policy in post-Apartheid South Africa, HSRC 
Press, Cape Town, 321-350. 

5. 2006: May, J., 2006. Constructing the Social Policy Agenda: Conceptual Debates around Poverty 
and Inequality, in Padayachee, V., (ed), The Development Decade? Economic and Social 
Change in South Africa, 1994-2004. HSRC Press, Cape Town, 143-159.   

6. 2006: May, J., 2006. Entitlement, Assets and Markets, in David A Clark (ed.), The Elgar 
Companion to Development Studies, Edward Elgar, Cheltenham, 10-13. 

7. 2005: May, J. and Hunter, N., 2005. Poverty, Inequality and the Social Wage: Balancing the 
Books in Post-Apartheid South Africa? in Jones, P., and K. Stokke (eds)  Democratising 
Development: The Politics of Socio-Economic Rights in South Africa, Martinus Nijhoff, The 
Netherlands, 101-125. 

8. 2004: Maluccio, J., Haddad, L. and May, J., 2004. Social capital and gender in South Africa, 
1993-98, in. Agnes R. Quisumbing (ed.) Household Decisions, Gender, and Development: A 
Synthesis of Recent Research, IFPRI/Johns Hopkins University Press, 145-152. 

9. 2003, May, J., Stols, A. and Stevens, T., 2003. Monitoring the Impact of Land Reform on the 
Quality of Life: A South African Case Study, in Hagerty, M R, Vogel J and Møller V (eds.): 
Assessing Quality of Life and Living Conditions to Guide National Policy: The State of the 
Art, Kluwer Academic Publishers, Dordrecht, The Netherlands, 293-312 

10. 2001: May, J., 2001. An elusive consensus: Definitions, measurement and analysis of poverty, in 
Grinspun, A., (ed.), Choices for the Poor, UNDP, New York, 23-54, also available at: 
www.undp.org.np/publications/choices4poor/toc.pdf.  

11. 2001: May, J., 2001. Meeting the Challenge? The Emerging Agenda for Poverty Reduction in 
Post-Apartheid South Africa, in Wilson, F., Kanji, N and E. Braathen (eds.) Poverty Reduction: 
What Role for the State in Today's Globalized Economy, Zed Press, London, 460 – 496. 

12. 2001: May, J., 2001. Lesotho, Uganda, Zambia and the Maldives, in Grinspun, A., (ed.), Choices 
for the Poor, UNDP, New York, 231-252. 

Updated 20 March, 2009 7



13. 2000: Maluccio, J., Haddad, L & May, J., 2000. Social Capital and Development in South Africa: 
1993-1998, in Baulch, B. and Hoddinott, J., (eds.), 2000, Economic mobility and poverty 
dynamics in developing countries, 54-81, Frank Cass, London. 

14. 2000: May, J., 2000. The structure and composition of rural poverty and livelihoods in South 
Africa, in Cousins, B., At the Crossroads: Land and Agrarian Reform in South African into 
the 21st Century, Programme for Land and Agrarian Studies, University of the Western Cape, 
21-34. 

15. 2000: May, J., 2000. Growth, development, Poverty and Inequality, in May, J., (ed.), Poverty and 
Inequality in South Africa: Meeting the Challenge, David Phillip and Zed Press, Cape Town 
and London, 1-18. 

16. 2000: May, J., Woolard, I. & Klasen, K., 2000. The nature and measurement of poverty and 
inequality, in May, J., (ed.), Poverty and Inequality in South Africa: Meeting the Challenge,   
David Phillip and Zed Press, Cape Town and London, 19-50. 

17. 2000: Rogerson, C. and May, J., 2000. The spatial context, in May, J., (ed.), Poverty and 
Inequality in South Africa: Meeting the Challenge, David Phillip and Zed Press, Cape Town 
and London, 207 – 228. 

18. 2000: May, J., Rogeson, C. and Vaughan, A., 2000. Livelihoods and assets, in May, J., (ed.), 
Poverty and Inequality in South Africa: Meeting the Challenge, David Phillip and Zed Press, 
Cape Town and London, 229-258. 

19. 2000: May, J., 2000. Policy conclusions, in May, J., (ed.), Poverty and Inequality in South 
Africa: Meeting the Challenge, David Phillip and Zed Press, Cape Town and London, 259-276. 

20. 1999: May, J. 1999. Food Security, Livelihoods and Assets: The Case of Rural South African, in 
Ogunrinade, A., May, J. and R. Oniang’o (eds.), Food Security and Governance in Africa, 
University of the Witwatersrand Press, Braamfontein, 85-100. 

21. 1998:  Attwood, H. & May, J., 1998.  'Kicking down doors and lighting fires: The South African 
PPA', in Holland, J. and J. Blackburn (eds.) Whose Voice? Participatory Research and Policy 
Change (London: IT publications), 119-130. 

22. 1996: May, J., 1996. Assets, Income and Livelihoods in Rural KwaZulu-Natal (in) Lipton, M, 
Ellis, F. and M. Lipton (eds.), Land, Labour and Livelihoods in Rural South Africa, Vol ii, 
Indicator Press, University of Natal, 1-30. 

23. 1994: May, J., 1994. KwaZulu/Natal: A Regional Case Study of the Reintegration Process, in 
Humphries, R and T. Rapoo (eds.), Governing the Provinces, Centre for Policy Studies, 
Johannesburg, 21-32. 

24. 1994: May, J. and May, C., 1994. Electricity and Water Provision, in Hindson, D. and J. McCarthy 
(eds.), Here to Stay: Informal Settlements in KwaZulu/Natal, Indicator Press, University of 
Natal, 133-142. 

25. 1992: May, J. T’Jonk, K., 1992. Livestock Ranching and the Restructuring of Agriculture is South 
Africa's Homelands. in Csaki, C., Dams, J and J. van Zyl (eds.), Agricultural Restructuring in 
Southern Africa, International Association of Agricultural Economists, Windhoek, 262-270. 

26. 1990: May, J., 1990. The Migrant Labour System: changing dynamics in rural survival in Nattrass, 
N and L. Ardington (eds.), The Political Economy of South Africa, Oxford University Press, 
Cape Town, 175-186. 

27. 1988: Nattrass, J. and May, J., 1998. The Black States in Nattrass, N. (ed), The South African 
Economy: Revised Edition, Oxford University Press, Cape Town. 

C. Refereed Journal Articles 
1. 2007: Carter, MR., May, J., Agüero, J., & Ravindranath, S., 2007. The Economic Impact of Severe 

Illness and Prime Age Mortality: Evidence from Panel Data from KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa, 
AIDS, 21: S67-S73. 

Updated 20 March, 2009 8



2. 2007: May, J., Agüero, J., Carter, MR. & Timæus, I., 2007. The KwaZulu-Natal Income Dynamics 
Study (KIDS) 3rd wave: methods, first findings and an agenda for future research, Development 
Southern Africa, 24(5): 629-648. 

3. 2007: Agüero, J., Carter, MR.  & May, J., 2007. Poverty and Inequality in the First Decade of 
South Africa’s Democracy: Evidence from KwaZulu-Natal, Journal of African Economies, 
16(5): 782-812. 

4. 2007: May, J. & Meth, C., 2007. Dualism and Data: What does a Quantitative Assessment of 
Poverty, Inequality and Employment Reveal? Development Southern Africa, 24(2): 271-288. 

5. 2006: Khandlhela, M. & May, J., 2006. A Socio-economic Assessment of the Impact of the 2000 
Floods on two Communities of the Limpopo Province, South Africa, Natural Hazards, 39(2): 
275-287. 

6. 2006: May, J., 2006. Poverty Trends and the Poverty Debate, South African Labour Bulletin, 
30(1): 53-55. 

7. 2006: Adato, M., Carter, MR.  & May, J., 2006. Exploring Poverty Traps and Social Exclusion in 
South Africa using Qualitative and Quantitative Data, Journal of Development Studies, 42(2):  
226-247. 

8. 2005: May, J. & Roberts, B., 2005. Poverty Diagnostics Using Poor Data: Strengthening the 
evidence base for pro-poor policy making in Lesotho, Social Indicators Research, 74: 477-510. 

9. 2005: May, J. & Lehohla, P., 2005. Counting the Costs of a 21st Century Census: South Africa’s 
Census 2001, Development Southern Africa, 22 (2): 215-232.  

10. 2005: Magnani, R., MacIntyre,  K., Mehyrar Karim, A., Brown, L., Hutchinson,  P., Kaufman, C., 
Rutenburg, N., Hallman, K., May, J. & Dallimore, A., 2005. The impact of life skills education on 
adolescent sexual risk behaviors in KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa, Journal of Adolescent Health, 
 36 (4): 289-304. 

11. 2004: May, J., Carter, MR. & Padayachee, V., 2004. Is Poverty and Inequality Leading to Poor 
Growth? South African Labour Bulletin, 28(2): 18-20. 

12. 2004: Kaufman, C., Clark, S., May, J., & Manzini, N., 2004. Communities, Opportunities, and 
Adolescent Sexual Behaviour in KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa, Studies in Family Planning, 
35(4). 

13. 2003: van der Ruit, C. & May, J., 2003: Triangulating qualitative and quantitative approaches to 
the measurement of poverty: A case study in the Limpopo Province, South Africa, IDS Bulletin, 
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